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DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner's Note 

The finality of the prior Office Action is withdrawn and prosecution is hereby reopened. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6,016,504 Arnold et al 9 already of record, in view of US 5,537,21 1 Dial. 

As to Claim 17, Arnold discloses the invention substantially as claimed, including in a 
system for comparison of multiple apparel articles, elements of: 

an on-line viewer site (Fig. IB, ele. 1B12, 1B13 and 1B14); and 

a computer-driven web-linking engine (Col. 8, line 8 to Col 11, line 33) configured and 
arranged to display a first colored apparel article selected by an on-line viewer from the on-line 
viewer site (Fig. IB, ele. 1B13, Shirt) for display with a second colored apparel article selected 
by an on-line viewer from the on-line viewer site (Fig. IB, ele. IB 14, Pants). 



Arnold does not specifically disclose using a color matching criterion to determine 
whether the first colored apparel article color matches the second colored apparel article color. 
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Dial discloses this limitation at Col. 6, lines 35-48. 
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In this instance, a first colored apparel article 



(e.g., belt) is color matched to a second colored apparel article (e.g., a dress). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in that art at the time of the invention to include the color 
matching feature of Dial in the apparel article comparison system of Arnold because this would 
provide a smallest difference between the colors of the two apparel articles. This motivation is 
specifically set out by Dial at Col. 6, lines 49-61, and repeated below: 

The metric used by the present invention to determine an appropriate wearable measures the difference in 
color between an object of interest and a wearable in a database. Small values of the metric indicate a 
close color match whereas large values indicate a poor match. The metric characterizes the color distance 
from an object of interest to each available wearable. As described above, the object may be skin and the 
wearable a cosmetic, or the object may be an article of clothing and the wearable another article of 
clothing In general, the object may any object whose color is measured and the wearable any of a 
selection from which to find the best color match. The best match wearable is the selection characterized 
by the smallest value of the metric. 

Concerning Claim 19, Arnold discloses a first colored apparel article retrieved from a 
first store (Fig. IB, ele. 1B20, Haberdasher Co.) and a second colored apparel article retrieved 
from a second store (Fig. IB, ele. 1B30, Mad Hatter Co.) 

Concerning Claim 20, Arnold discloses a first colored apparel article retrieved from a 
first store (Fig. IB, ele. 1B20, Haberdasher Co., Pants) and a second colored apparel article 
retrieved from the same store (Fig. IB, ele. 1B20, Haberdasher Co., Shirt) 

With respect to Claim 21, Arnold discloses that at least one of the first and second 
colored apparel articles is provided by a retail store (Fig. IB, ele. 1B20, Haberdasher Co., Pants) 
and that the web-linking engine is independent of the retail store (Fig. IB, ele. IB 10, ACME 
Cyberstore). 

Regarding Claim 22, see the discussion of Claims 19 and 21 . 
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Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 6,016,504 
Arnold et al, already of record, in view of US 5,537,21 1 Dial and further in view of US 
5,930,769 Rose, already of record. 

With respect to Claim 18, Arnold discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See 
the discussion of Claim 17. Arnold does not disclose an image corresponding to a structure 
dressed in apparel articles. Rose discloses this limitation at Col. 7, lines 44-67, particularly lines 
58-62. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in that art at the time of the invention 
to modify Arnold to include the image corresponding to a structure dressed in apparel articles 
(mannequin) of Rose because this would show a customer how selected apparel articles would fit 
and look. See Rose at Col. 7, lines 8-62 for this motivation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Kyle whose telephone number is (571) 272-6746. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

crk Primary Examiner 

September 27, 2005 Charles Kyle 
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